COVID-19 statement
COVID-19 UPDATE
4 important messages regarding COVID-19
1. We are concerned about COVID-19 and the health of you and your patients in Africa
We have attached a position statement by the South African Society of Anaesthesiologists which gives good
advice on healthcare preparation for COVID-19.
Please share it with your colleagues.
It is in English, but if you do translate it, please could you share the translation with us.
2. ASOS-2 Trial: If you are or going to recruit in the ‘intervention arm’ of the trial;
Please DO NOT allow the ‘family to sit at the patient’s bedside’ with ‘high-risk’ patients requiring increased
postoperative surveillance.
(We would recommend that you keep all healthy family members out of hospitals)
3. ASOS-2 Trial: If you have recruited;
Please could you upload ASOS-2 data immediately, or send us copies of the data now.
(It is very important that all the hard work you put into the trial is reported in the Trial. This will then allow you
to focus on managing the COVID-19 pandemic when it arrives at your hospital. Please note that missing data
will seriously compromise the ability of the Trial to answer the question whether increased postoperative
surveillance decreases postoperative mortality, and so it is important to submit the data now.)
4. ASOS-2 Trial; If you have not yet recruited, but about to start recruitment;
We recommend that you start recruiting as soon as possible, and confirm your new start date with us as soon
as possible.
(At present the last recruitment date for the trial is Monday 6th April.)

ASOS-2 Correspondence
The following emails are verified for ASOS-2:
Prof Bruce Biccard bruce.biccard@uct.ac.za
Dawid van Straaten dawid@safesurgery.co.za
Simone Adams
simone.adams@uct.ac.za
Dr Leon du Toit
leon.alive@gmail.com
Dr Agya Prempeh
agya.prempeh@gmail.com
Dr Margot Flint
margot.flint@uct.ac.za

Please respond to these emails when
contacted. If you are contacted by another
email address claiming to be ASOS-related,
please let anyone of the verified contacts
know and we will check if it is ASOS-2 verified

Please look after yourself. Take adequate precautions.
Visit asos.org.za and follow on twitter @AfricanSOS.
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